[FOR MARCH SPIRE]


This past week I was handed a copy of “The Church on the Green,” printed in 1901, drawn from 19th century Pastor Charles Knox’s notes for the period 1668-1896. Time cannot permit me to elaborate on the names and stories nor the influence of this church upon Bloomfield, NJ’s original families and the beginnings of the town. At one time, the Parish House of the church held official Town Meetings before a separate municipal structure was built. Knox comments,

With the full vibrations of the bell which have now floated for a full


generation out into the hemisphere above us and upon the paths


Of life and the homes below, have vibrated these happy, holy words


printed in its very metal... “And His sound shall be heard when they go 


unto the holy place.”  And he adds, they see that it is He (God) who 


has written it (the sanctuary) large for ages to come, that people to be 
created may praise the Lord. 


Knox’s book describes a vision the early founders had of generations to come who might find in Bloomfield a sanctuary in which to worship God and nurture Christian faith and living. The church has fulfilled that vision for more than 200 years. And, sadly, sometimes this church has not fulfilled that vision and hope for all who have come here. The founding vision remains; founded not upon the efforts of mere mortals but the hope of God. A vision that people find on the Green a spiritual home to worship God among a compassionate community of believers; believers whose love and service for others brings hope for generations to carry on beyond our own lifetimes. What vision might God have for us?


We will be making a sincere effort to reach out to you, to every member of this congregation in this season of Lent. We want to know how we can pray for you, and what prayers you have for the future into which God is calling this congregation. We are listening to you; we are listening to God. And we want to listen to neighbors who may not know the love of God except through what we say and do with them. I want to encourage you to deepen your spiritual practices and contribute to the upbuilding of a healthy congregation. By the end of this month, we will enter Holy Week and after that, Easter. Our faith is grounded in life, life that brings healing and wholeness through Christ, life that continues with Christ beyond these mortal lives of ours.


Our spiritual ancestors in Bloomfield, in the early church, in ancient Israel could see the promise of faith generating spiritual descendents as numerous as the stars. Can we see the promise of God? What hope has God given you? 






The Reverend Robert Foltz-Morrison
